
SEPAG Minutes 

 

Meeting Date – October 17, 2017 

Time – 6:30pm – 8:00pm 

Location – MTES Media Room 

Attendance – 8 parents, J. Shainline, C. Strickland, S. Nutbrown, K. VanSciver, D. Levy 

 

1. Introduction of SEPAG, review of 2016-2017 group activities 
a. December SPAN workshop on parent rights was placed on hold as personnel has shifted.  

Cheryl Strickland is continuing to follow-up with SPAN to identify correct contact. 
 

2. Open discussion of parents’ stories and experiences, reasons for interest in SEPAG. 
 

3. “Meet the Child Study Team” – Each member of the team gave a brief background on their 
professional experiences.  There was an informal Q&A with the team on topics such as the 
differences between a 504 plan and an IEP, how the specialists evaluate and teach our children, 
and how the CST interacts and works together over the students years in MTSD. 

a. It was proposed that an introduction packet be created for parents that lists resources 
and provides explanations of the special education process.  Although this packet is 
usually provided when students are initially classified, it was suggested that making the 
packet more easily accessible on the website would better serve the parents over the 
years.  Details of creating this packet will be on the agenda for the next meeting. 

b. Jennifer had found a questionnaire to introduce the student to the teacher from the 
parent’s perspective.  The questionnaire was created by SPAN and allows parents to 
answer questions about children’s favorite games and their hopes and fears.  It was 
suggested that this questionnaire be more generally available for all parents to provide 
to the teachers prior to the start of the school year in order to better prepare the 
teachers for the quirks and personalities of the students.  While much of the 
questionnaire duplicates the IEP, it was thought that the parents’ responses will 
personalize the information from the black & white formal framework of the IEP.  
Following up how best to provide this questionnaire will be on the agenda for the next 
meeting. 

 
4. Tentative Upcoming Meetings – The meeting schedule remains the same, except for the 

deletion of the December SPAN workshop. 
November 5, 12:00 – We Rock The Spectrum Play date 
November 7, 6:30 – SEPAG meeting to pick additional goals based upon survey results, schedule 
2018 meeting dates, etc. Location: TBD 
Jan/Feb – Specialized workshop, SEPAG meeting to follow 
April/May – Spring IEP workshop, SEPAG meeting to follow 



 
5. Parent Surveys were collected.   

a. The results are attached with scores in bold red. 
b. The highest results related to students social and emotional development (bullying, 

socialization, behaviors).  Second, were topics related to educating parents on the 
special education system (parental rights, understanding 504 and IEP, placement 
decisions).  Organization of workshops on these topics will be discussed at the next 
meeting. 

c. There continue to be some concerns about CHAS events, particularly the grade nights.  
Discussion on whether to follow-up with CHAS will be on the agenda at the next 
meeting. 

d. Dori Levy asked that we add anxiety as a topic in the future as this is a common concern.  
This topic falls in line with the survey results on concerns with social and emotional 
development. 

  



1. What grade is your 
child? 

PreK-K 1-2 
3 

3-4 
2 

5-6 
1 

2. What workshops would 
you be likely to attend? 

Parental Rights 
in Special 
Education 

4 
 

Addressing 
challenging 
behaviors in 

school and at 
home 

5 

Literacy 
strategies, 
supporting 
children’s 
reading 

achievement at 
home 

3 

Assistive 
technology: 

what’s available 
and how it’s use 

1 

 Bullying & 
socialization 

5 

IDEA: 
Understanding 

the Basic 
Principles of 

Special 
Education and 

Section 504 
2 

IEP: 
Understanding 
how each part 

of an IEP can be 
developed 

2 

Common Core 
and Students 

with Disabilities 
1 

3. What specialized 
workshops/information 
seminars would you be 
likely to attend? 

Autism 
5 

ADHD, Sensory 
3 

Learning 
Disabilities 

2 

Other: 
____________ 

4. Do you have questions 
or concerns about any of 
the following: 

Least 
Restrictive 
Environment: 
Placement 
Decisions 

1 

Transitions – 
starting 

kindergarten, 
moving up to 

MTES and 
middle school 

2 

Special 
Education 

Services: What’s 
the difference 

between what’s 
best and what’s 

appropriate? 
2 

Therapies (OT, 
speech) 

1 

5. Would you be willing to 
volunteer to support the 
group? 

Leadership 
3 

Workshop 
organization 

4 

Playdates 
5 

 

6. Do you have any 
questions or concerns 
about events hosted by 
CHAS? 

Grade fun 
nights 

4 

Family fun 
nights 

2 

School-wide 
events 

1 

Off-campus 
events 

1 

7. SEPAG meetings and 
workshops are generally 
held a few times a year on 
Tuesday at 6:30pm. 

Yes, that day 
and time is fine 

4 

Prefer a 
daytime 
meeting 

Prefer later in 
the evening 

2 

Prefer a 
weekend 
meeting 

 

 


